If I claimed becoming a dentist had been my lifelong dream, then I have not worked hard enough to achieve this goal. Otherwise, I would have chosen to study life sciences in my freshman year. If I instead claimed that I was interested in engineering and would like to become a superb electrical engineer, then how would I possibly justify my mediocre academic standing in my 5 years at the University of Waterloo? How would I defend an academic record that was simply considered satisfactory by the school and by myself?

Yet it is true that becoming a dentist has been my childhood dream. I would fantasize about working with the nifty laboratory gadgets on living tissue. Contrary to popular opinion, visiting the dentist was exciting and amusing for me. Whether surveying the clinical equipment while sitting on the patient chair, or sensing the driller or metal mirror in my mouth while being worked on by the dentist, it was always an adventure. I definitely would not hesitate to play with those gadgets if someone had given me permission to do so.

However, the harsh reality of life struck me. In 1999, 2 years after I immigrated to Canada with my family, I had to choose what career would be best for me given the degree of confidence in my academic ability and cultural adaptation in this new country. My passion to take on challenges had not yet fully emerged. I entered electrical engineering determined to get a Master’s degree in biomedical engineering specializing in developing dental materials, implants and devices. However, after consulting with an academic advisor, it occurred to me that completing my electrical engineering program while taking extra life science courses would be extremely difficult to achieve. It turned out unfortunately, that not only did I have to focus intensely on my chosen discipline in order to maintain a passable grade; I had to devote much more effort than I had expected in order to offset my exponentially decaying interest in the electrical engineering program.

The professional experience that I had with six different companies in the past five years as an engineering intern was certainly valuable to me and has served an important role in my decision to become a dentist. I work well independently, but I am also an excellent team leader. While working as a manager for the Wireless and Broadband Design department at Bell Canada in 2002, I realized how much I enjoyed working with people and how little I enjoyed sitting in the office all day trying to produce engineering designs. I felt most productive while working with my team mates, giving presentation on our projects and solving customers’ inquiries by performing logical analysis and examination of their problems. I was thrilled and felt very satisfied every time my designs were implemented fulfilling customers’ requirements, because it confirmed my success.

It gives me enormous motivation when I know what I do will improve someone’s quality of life. Working at Global Dental Centre since the summer of 2004 as an Office Supervisor I have learned what characteristics a successful dentist must possess to provide optimal professional dental care and interact with many different people on a daily basis. Being the office supervisor, I have patiently and successfully trained the administrative and clinical team on computer software which has effectively boosted the office production and efficiency. My maturity has acted as the catalyst to swiftly transform my extroverted personality into a professionally approachable individuality. To consistently present myself in a friendly and professional manner, I have often consulted the office manager about my work performance and learned how to handle difficult situations dealing with the co-oridination of the patients and the staff. 

It might be difficult by most people to anticipate that I, an Electrical Engineer, choose to become a dentist after five arduous years of schooling. Nevertheless, without all of those years of self-assessment and self-discovery of my true disposition, I would not have the absolute confidence and determination to accomplish my dream as I do now. 

Since the year of 2003, the last year of my electrical engineering program, my goal to enrol in dental school has been my motivation to achieve a high academic average. There has been a marked improvement on my GPA during the past two years I have been in university. I believe with perseverance and enthusiasm in pursuing my career goal, I can without a doubt successfully complete the education in dentistry and developed to become a competent dentist.

