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LANGUAGE, ESPECIALLY NAMING, IS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT AS AN EXPRESSION OF POWER. AGREE OR DISAGREE?
“Words - so innocent and powerless as they are, as standing in a dictionary, how potent for good and evil they become in the hands of one who knows how to combine them.”

· Nathaniel Hawthorne

(American novelist and short story writer, most famous for his novel The Scarlet Letter)

There is very little doubt about the power of language and the role it has played in the development of our society on its’ way to becoming what it is today. Naming in particular, has been used throughout the ages to divide people into social classes, cultures and to give general shape to the way we look at history.


Perhaps the most evident power of naming is the way it separates and defines our roles within a society. Every person in the world has at least several “names” associated with him or her that define them. These pertain to our career, our home life, and our appearance. Although it may seem arbitrary, this could be a great source of empowerment, for example in the movie “the Godfather”, it was merely enough to mention the name for the people to start running. Also for example law enforcement agents have a certain amount of power that comes with their status. In a religious world, a hierarchy is organized by various posts; and upon its importance every post has different name, for example “cardinal” and “pope”. 

Another example of how naming has long been seen as a source of power, is the way cultures use names in order to empower  themselves and in some cases bring themselves closer to nature. A good example are the native Americans, who used names like “running wing”, “sleeping bear” and “roaring tiger” to describe their abilities and their personalities. They believed that giving these names to their children not only brought them in touch with nature but it gave them spiritual empowerment, enabling them to speak to gods and perform miracles.  

Lastly, the way we look at history today is very much name-oriented. Almost everything we learn in history is associated with names of people that were crucial to that time period. The names are universal, and as much as they are historically known now, they were just as feared in their own time. Alexander the Great, Ivan the Terrible and Adolph Hitler are just few names that to this day summon respect.


Our understanding of languages has revolutionized the world over and over again, and naming has had a big part in it. Cultures have based their social structures and their perception of history on the bases of naming, and to say that we have gotten away from that today would probably be false.
